CHAPTER  XIII
THE HOSPITALITY OF A SHEIKH

In March, 1926, I was ordered to go to Basrah on
duty for two or three days. I was to fly as passenger in
a D.H.9a, I went with Flying Officer Farnan, who
was an excellent pilot, was doing his third year in Iraq,
and knew the country well I Was keen to learn the
trip down to Shaibah, the aerodrome for Basrah, Al-
though you have simply to follow the Euphrates, the
journey is apt to be confusing because the river has so
many branches and little odd tributary streams which
are not clearly marked on the map. On this occasion
we had a gruelling head wind and took four and a half
hours to reach Shaibah, which is a long time for a D.H,9a,
although about normal for a Vernon with its lower
cruising speed.

You start off southwards from Hinaidi, follow the
River Tigris south-eastwards to the Arch of Ctesiphon,
and then cut southwards again across the Blue, the real
Mesopotamia, that is the land between the rivers.
You pick up the river Euphrates near Hillah, about
60 miles from Hinaidi, You actually leave Hillah on
your right and pass over Diwaniya, about 40 miles
further on. There is a landing ground at Diwaniya.
From Diwaniya operations were carried out against re-
fractory tribes at Afej, about 20 miles east. Then you
follow along the river past Samawa, and later Nasiriya,
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